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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade 4th 

Unit of Study 2   Natural Disasters 
Pacing 5-7 Weeks 

Unit Overview 
In this unit, students will focus on reading information and 
composing informative/explanatory pieces. By the completion of 
this unit, students should have a better understanding of how to 
determine the main idea of a text, summarize a text, explain 
events, procedures, ideas or concepts in a text and identify the 
meaning of words and phrases within the text. Additionally, 
students should understand how to create engaging informative 
pieces that examines a topic and conveys ideas and information 
clearly.  After working on a variety of activities, the unit will 
culminate in a final product which asks students to create an 
informational piece piece using the skills taught over the course of 
the unit. By the end of this unit, students will have completed a 
core requirement for their writing portfolio (W.4.2). 
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UNIT STANDARDS 

 
 
COMMON CORE N.J. PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Literature: 
 

RL.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant 
connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

 
RL.4.2. Determine the key details to identify theme in a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text and summarize the text. 

 
Informational: 
 
           RI.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant        
connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

 
           RI.4.2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by  
           key details; summarize the text. 

 
RI.4.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.   
 
 
 

Writing: 
 

W.4.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly. 
 
W.4.2.a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in 
paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, 
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
 
W.4.2.b.  Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text 
evidence, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
 
W.4.2.e. Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation 
presented. 
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SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Informational: 
 

RI.4.3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in 
the text. 
 
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a 
text. 
 
RI.4.6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same 
event or topic; describe the difference in focus and information provided. 
 

Foundations: 
 

RF.4.3. Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 

 
RF.4.3.a. Use combined knowledge of all letter sounds correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multi-syllabic words in context and out of context. 

 
           RF.4.4.a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 
RF.4.4.b. Read grade level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression. 
 
RF.4.4.c.  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 
Writing: 
 

W.4.10.  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences  
 

Speaking and Listening: 
 

SL.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  
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SL.4.1c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on 

information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the 

remarks of others. 

SL.4.2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in 

diverse media and formats (e.g. visually, quantitatively, and orally). 

Language: 

 L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.4.1.a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative 

adverbs (where, when, why). 

L.4.1.d.  Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns 

(e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.4.2.d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as 

needed.  

 L.4.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies.  

L.4.4.a. Use context (e.g., definition, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue 

to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, 
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are 
basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when 
discussing animal preservation.) 
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“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

 
DISTRICT POWER STANDARDS 
 
Reading Informational: 
 

RI.4.1. REFER to details and examples in a text and MAKE relevant connections 
when EXPLAINING what the text says explicitly and when DRAWING inferences 
from the text. 

 
RI.4.2.DETERMINE the main idea of a text and EXPLAIN how it is supported by 
key details; SUMMARIZE the text. 

 
Writing: 
 

W.4.2. WRITE informative/explanatory texts to EXAMINE a topic and CONVEY 
ideas and information clearly. 

 
 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

POWER STANDARD: RI.4.1 

Refer 
 

 
Make 
 
Explain 

 
Drawing 

To details and examples 

 In a text 
 
Relevant connections 
 
What the text says explicitly 
 
Inferences 

 From the text 
 

1 
 
 
2 
 
3 
 
2 
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Students Know: 

 Details and examples from the informational text can be used as evidence to 

support conclusions drawn from the text. 

 An inference is a logical assumption based on details and examples from the 

informational text and their own prior knowledge and experience. 

 Informational text contains explicit and implicit information. 

 Explicit information is stated directly in the informational text. 

 Implicit information is drawn from clues in the informational text. 

 

Students Can: 

 Identify details and examples from informational text to support their inferences 
and conclusions. 

 Explain which details and examples from the informational text best serve as 
evidence for their inference or conclusion. 

 

POWER STANDARD: RI. 4.2 

Determine 
 
 
 
Explain 
 
 
Summarize 

The main idea 

 In the text 
 

 
How it is supported 

 Key details 
 
The Text 

2 
 
 

 
2,3 
 
 
2 

Students Know: 

 The main idea of a text is the central thought or the point the author is making 
about a topic. 

 The main idea of a text is often explicitly stated in informational text. 

 Key details in an informational text help determine the main idea. 

 A summary contains only the most important details from the text. 
 
Students Can: 
 

 Identify details from the informational text that support the main idea. 

 Explain how details from the text support the main idea. 

 Select and use key details to summarize the text. 
 
 

POWER STANDARD: W.4.2 

Write 
 
 

Informative/explanatory 

 Topics or texts 
 

2 
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Examine 
 
Convey 

A topic 
 
Ideas and information 

2 
 
2,3 
 

Students Know: 
 

 Organizational structure varies by topic and purpose. 

 Prior knowledge helps to explain a topic. 
 
 
 
Students Can: 
 

 Decide the appropriate organizational structure that is most effective in writing 
about a topic or purpose. 

 Evaluate the purpose of an informative or explanatory text to help determine 
organizational structure. 

 Understand where it is appropriate to add new information or prior knowledge 
within an organizational structure in writing. 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

 Refer 

 Explicitly 

 Relevant 

 Connections 

 Inferences 

 Main idea 

 Summarize 

 Informative 

 Explanatory 

 Convey 
 

 Theme 

 Concepts 

 Technical text 

 Firsthand Account 

 Secondhand Account 

 Compare/Contrast 

 Analysis 

 Syllabication patterns 

 Research 

 Natural Disaster 

 Draft 

 Report 
 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. How can you use details and 
examples when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and make 

1. I can use details and examples 
from a text, and my background 
knowledge, to come to a 
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relevant connections when 
drawing inferences? 

 
2. How can you use details from the 

text to identify the main idea when 
summarizing? 

 
3. How does the author of an 

informative/explanatory text 
explain a topic? 

conclusion about what the text 
says. 

 
2. I can use details from the text to 

understand the main idea when 
summarizing. 

 
3.  An author of an 

informative/explanatory text uses 
ideas and information to clearly 
explain a topic. 

 

 

 

 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 

Post-Assessment 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
 

 
 

Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 
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Engaging Learning Experiences 

 
Engaging Scenario 

 
Your class has been selected by the Emergency Management Coalition of Weather to act 

as student ambassadors for weather to travel to countries and states recently affected by 

natural disasters.  As a S.A.W. your job is to gather information on how the states or 

townspeople were affected by the natural disaster, how the natural disasters occurred 

and establish safety precautions in the event the natural disaster happens again.  You 

must submit a report on your findings to the Emergency Management Coalition of 

Weather. This report will serve as a guide to New Jersey in the event that that natural 

disaster occurs here. 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 
Task 1:Research 

 Students will research and gather information on a natural disaster of their choice.  

Task 2:Create a Commercial 

 Create a short Emergency Management Coalition of Weather commercial using the 

information gathered from your research. 

Task 3:Write a Draft 

 Students will use their research to produce a draft of their report. 

 
Task 4:Write your Report 

 Students will use all the information they gathered to write an informative report on the 

natural disaster they chose. 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
W.4.2; RI.4.1 
 
Supporting Standards: 
W.4.2 a, W.4.2b, W.4.2e, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.4, L.4.6 
 
 
Task 1 Detailed: Research.  Using the internet and/or books to gather information about 

a natural disaster that interest you. 

 Research must include the following headings:   

1. How the natural disaster occurs 

2. Where it can be found 

3. The effects on the people  

4. The safety procedures needed before and after the natural disaster. 

 Research should be in note-taking format using boxes and bullets. 

 Each heading should have five to six details supporting it. 

 Cite where information was taken from. You must use at least 3 different sources in 

your research. 

Tips: 

 As you are researching your topic, keep notes of the information you 

find.  You may want to use index cards – one card per source. 

 Consider Reliability 
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Since anyone can post anything to the web, you have to be careful about 

choosing your sources. 

 Good Bets are: 

Education websites (.edu) 

Government websites (.gov) 

Some Non-Profit websites (.org) 

Teacher approved sites 

Websites maintained by someone you know – like your teacher. 
 

 

 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 1 

 Model how to properly research a topic by determining what is the most important. 

 Model how to paraphrase researched information to put into your own words. 

RI.4.1 
To teach students how to “read closely”: 

 Pose questions about the text’s words, actions, and details that require students to look 

closely.  Don’t do the answering for them! 

 

 Display a text via tablet or computer and ask students to select specific words, 

sentences, or paragraphs they think are essential; ask students to explain how it 

contributes to the meaning of the larger text. 

 

 Draw students’ attention to text features and structures, and think aloud how you 

combine information in these elements to understand the page/section/text as a whole. 

 

 Provide short pieces of informational text for students to practice “reading closely” for 

specific purposes. 

To teach students how to ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding: 

 

 Use chart paper to record students’ questions about a shared text as you read.  Then, 

after reading, go back and answer these questions.  Encourage students to pose 

analytical (how, why) questions along with literal (who, what, where, when) questions.  

Code if questions were answered literally (L), inferentially (I), or not answered at all 

(NA). 
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 Over time, help students grasp that readers pose questions before reading (What’s my 

purpose for reading this?), during reading (What’s with all the descriptions of sunlight in 

each chapter?), and after reading (What did the main character finally learn?). 

 

 Have students practice posing questions on their own (independently).  Students can 

annotate on the text where they have questions.  Have students share them with a 

partner or the class. 

To develop students’ ability to determine “what the text says explicitly, “refer to details 

and examples in a text,” and “quote accurately from a text”: 

 In a series of lessons and using various texts, write text-dependent questions on sticky 

notes or annotate in the margins.  Model how to find the answers to the questions 

posed.  Annotate in the margins the exact words where questions are answered. 

 

 Provide students with a copy of a sample text and circulate, coaching as they highlight 

specific details and annotate their thinking.  Remind them to “say what it says” – not 

what they think it means. 

 

 Photocopy and distribute short pieces of text and highlighter markers, and instruct 

students to highlight sections of the text to show where questions you pose are 

answered explicitly (or literally).  Compare findings as a class. 

 

 Using whiteboards, have students highlight quotes from a text to use as evidence when 

explaining what the text is about. 

 

 Provide graphic organizers for students to write their questions and then record details, 

examples, and quotes. 

 

RL.4.2 

To determine the main idea, central message, lesson, or moral, or theme of a story, 

drama, or poem: 

 Point out common spots for identifying main idea/theme in a text and how you 

scrutinize specifics (TOC, headings, topic sentences, key events, recurring vocabulary, 

illustrations) to infer ideas throughout the text.  Have students turn and talk whenever 

you want them to work through a key part where an important idea can be inferred. 

 

 Pose questions that get students looking for theme via the following avenues: 

 

o   Naming a lesson in the story (What lesson did __________ learn by the end?   

What lesson or message did you get from reading this book?) 
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o   Identifying a social issue in a story (What have you learned about _________  

from reading this book?  What are you learning about the issue of _________  

here?) 

 

 After skimming and scanning an informational text, ask students to generate all 

possible ideas and then determine which of them the text most fully develops. 

 

 Turn topic statements into questions that spur students to read the section for answers 

(Grey Wolf Habitat to “What is the Grey Wolf’s habitat?”)  This will help students learn 

to “add up” subtopics toward a main idea. 

 

To explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text: 

 Model for students how to code specific details in the text that support the central idea 

or theme. 

 

 Model for students using a shared text which words, phrases, or images recur 

throughout the text that might signal they are the main idea or central message.  Mark, 

highlight, or annotate these words.  After modeling, have students work in groups or 

independently using the same strategy. 

 

Formative Assessments: 

 Research completed for all sections using boxes and bullets. 

 Observations 

 Conferencing 

 Questioning 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus:  
 
□ Research is 
extensive and 
beyond what 
was required  
 
□ Used many 
references  
 

 
 

□ Researched all 4 
headings 
 
□ Used 5-6 details and 
examples from the 
research  
 
□Introduced  the topic 
clearly  
 
□ Developed the topic 
with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples related to the 
topic. 
 
□ Used proper format 
 
□ Cited references 
 
□ Cited at least 3 
different resources 
 
□Demonstrate command 

of the conventions of 

standard English 

capitalization, 

□ Meets 5-7 of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

□ Meets fewer 
than 5 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
 
□ Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 
 
□ Comments: 
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punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 

✓Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

✓ Technology/multimedia 

     N.J.C.C.C.S. Technology 
Standards: 

      8.1.4.E.1 Use digital tools to 
research and evaluate the accuracy 
of, relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print and 
non-print electronic information 
sources to complete a variety of 
tasks.  

❑  Math 

✓ Science 

N.J.C.C.C.S Science: 
 5.4.4.F.1 
 Identify patterns in data collect from 
basic weather instruments. 

 
5.4.8.F.1 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 

❑Innovation and Creativity 

√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 



16 
 

Plainfield Public School District 
 

Determine the origin of local 
weather by exploring national and 
international weather maps. 

 
5.4.8.F.2 
Explain the mechanisms that cause 
varying daily temperature ranges in 
a coastal community and in a 
community located in the interior of 
the country. 

 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

❑ Other: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
W.4.2 
 
Supporting Standards: 
 
W.4.2 a, W.4.2b, W.4.2e, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.4, L.4.6 
SL.4.1, SL.4.1.c, SL.4.2 
 
Task 2 Detailed: Create a commercial.  You will use the information you gathered from 

your research to write a short 5 minute commercial for the National Weather Channel. Be 

sure to include the following in your commercial script: 

1. How the natural disaster occurs 

2. Where it can be found 

3. The effects on the people  

4. The safety procedures needed before and after the natural disaster. 
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 Remember to be succinct and report only the most important facts for each 
heading. 

 Make sure you have an attention grabbing beginning and ending.  

 After the first draft of your script set up a writing conference with your teacher and 
revise where necessary 

 Practice reading your weather report with inflection. 

 Present the commercial to the class.  You may use props to get your point across 
(maps, charts, wear proper gear, fans, etc.). Be creative! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 2 

 Show examples of what a commercial or weather report can look and sound like. 

 Model how to perform a proper presentation in front of people. 

W.4.2 

To introduce students to informative/explanatory texts: 

 Provide numerous examples of published informative/explanatory texts and also 

access via technology to informative/explanatory writing.  Call attention to the 

introductions, key ideas or points, organization, graphics, and endings.  This will 

give you opportunities to acquaint students with the genre and identify features of 

informative/explanatory text. 

 

 Give student a copy of a sample text and, if possible, display it on a screen so you 

can annotate portions of it while discussing the text’s relevant features. 

To develop their topic with details, examples, and information: 
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 Model for students how to choose a topic and add details. 

 

 Model how to write and use categories and headings. 

 

 Provide graphic organizers, information maps, outlines, and so on to help students 

organize their thinking. 

 

 Practice together writing a topic on a sheet of chart paper, then have students 

generate details, examples, and information on sticky notes.  Place these on the 

chart paper and move them to group relevant facts together. 

To help students use precise language and academic vocabulary: 

 Direct them to circle any words in their papers that are abstract, too general, or 

otherwise ineffective; then have them replace weaker words or phrases. 

 

 Generate with the class words they might or should use when writing about a 

specific subject, procedure, event, or person. 

 

Formative Assessments: 

 Completed weather reports commercials. 

 Discussions. 

 Conferencing. 
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 
 
□ Used creative 
format above and 
beyond 
requirements (ex. 
multimedia 
presentation) 
 
 

□Introduced  the 
topic clearly  
 
□ Used details and 
examples from the 
research to report. 
Included information 
from all 4 headings. 
 
□ Completed a 
revised draft of report 
 
□conveyed ideas and 

information clearly. 

 

□ Meets 4 of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

□ Meets less 
than 4 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
 
□Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 
 
□ Comments: 
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□ Demonstrated 
correct use of 
language and 
conventions 
 
 
 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 

 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

√    Check all those that apply to the task: 
 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

✓Other: 

SL.4.1 
    SL.4.2 
    SL.4.4 
    SL.4.5 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 
√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 
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Power Standards: 
W.4.2 
 
Supporting Standards: 
W.4.2 a, W.4.2b, W.4.2e, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.4, L.4.6 
 
Task 3 Detailed: Write a Draft.  You will use your research notes and information 

compiled during your commercial script to produce a draft of your weather disaster report. 

 

Once you have completed your research, you are ready to create your rough draft. 
 

 In your writers notebooks write a draft of your findings. 

 Use facts, details and other information and examples in each paragraph, to help 

explain the topic 

 
o Think about these things as you write: 

 Do I have a clear beginning (first paragraph), middle, and end 
(conclusion)? 

 Does my beginning grab (hook) my readers’ interest? 
 Have I put my facts and ideas in an order that makes sense? 
 Do all of my ideas relate to my topic? 
 Does my conclusion summarize or wrap up my message? 
  

 Once you have completed your rough draft, it is time to read through and revise 
your writing for organization and sentence structure. 
 

 You may choose to have a peer or teacher review your writing and offer 
suggestions on improving your work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 3 
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 Model how to take gathered information and put it into a first draft report. 
 

To format and integrate illustrations, headings, and multimedia into the texts: 

 Explore examples of illustrations, headings, charts, and so on with the class.  

Create charts of all the options to add to their pieces. 

 

 Offer direct instruction to the whole class or a smaller group of students who need 

to learn how to use those features of the word processor or other software 

applications. 

 

 Provide time for students to practice these skills and share. 

 

To develop their topic with details, examples, and information: 

 Model for students how to choose a topic and add details. 

 

 Model how to write and use categories and headings. 

 

 Provide graphic organizers, information maps, outlines, and so on to help students 

organize their thinking. 

 

 Practice together writing a topic on a sheet of chart paper, then have students 

generate details, examples, and information on sticky notes.  Place these on the 

chart paper and move them to group relevant facts together. 

 

 Have students practice doing this independently with their own topic on their own 

paper. 

 

 Work directly with them to generate ideas and gather evidence, data, examples, or 

other content; then develop with them criteria for how to evaluate and choose the 

best of the bunch to work into their writing. 

 

To help students provide a concluding statement or section: 

 Model how to write a conclusion in front of the class. 

 

 Share published writing with students and determine how authors conclude their 

pieces. 
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 Create a list of ways authors conclude informative/explanatory texts and have 

students choose from that list. 

 

 Have students practice writing a variety of conclusions for their text. 

 

Formative Assessments: 

 Completed first drafts 

 Observations 

 Conferencing 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 
□ added descriptive 
details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ Introduced topic 
clearly 
 
□ Used headings 
 
□ Used facts, 
details and other 
information and 
examples 
 
□ Has a concluding 
paragraph  
 
□ Demonstrates 
correct use of 
language and 
conventions 
 

□ Meets 3-4 of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

□ Meets less than 3  
of the “Proficient” 
criteria 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Focus Standards 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 
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Specific to Task #3 

√    Check all those that apply to the task: 
 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

✓ Science 

 

❑  Social Studies 

 ✓ Art/Music 

❑ Other: 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity 

❑Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
W.4.2 
 
Supporting Standards: 
W.4.2 a, W.4.2b, W.4.2e, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.4, L.4.6 
 
 

 

Task 4 Detailed: Write your final research report.  Students will use all the information 

they gathered to write an informative report on the natural disaster they chose. 

 Using your draft, type your findings as a word document or a power point 

 Include illustrations, such as maps, graphs or pictures to enhance your report. 

 Be prepare to read your report to the class! 
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Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 4 

 Model how to type up a final draft in a Word document. 
 

 If students are not able to type up their reports, model how to write a final draft on 
paper. 

 

 Model how to create a power point presentation. 
 

 

 Show how to include illustrations, maps or graphs to enhance their final reports. 

 

Formative Assessments: 

 Completed typed up drafts, written final drafts or power point presentations 
 

 Oral presentation 
 

 Observations 
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

4 3 2 1 

□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus 
 
□ Creates a power 
point 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ Produced a report 
 
□ Used illustrations 
 
□ Demonstrated 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when 
writing 
 
□Conveyed ideas 

and information 

clearly. 

□Refer to details 
and examples in a 
text when 
explaining what the 
text says explicitly 
and when drawing 
inferences from the 
text. 
 

□ Meets 4-5 of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

□ Meets less than 2 
of the “Proficient” 
criteria 
 
□ Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 
 
□ Comments: 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

√    Check all those that apply to the task: 
 

✓Technology/multimedia 

N.J.C.C.C.S. Technology 
Standards: 
8.1.4.A.1 
Demonstrate effective input of text 
and data using an input device.    
 
8.1.4.A.2 
Create a document with text 
formatting and graphics using a 
word processing program.                                                                                                                                                            
 
8.1.4.A.3 
Create and present a multimedia 
presentation that includes graphics.                                                       

 

❑  Math 

 ✓ Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

✓Other: 

    SL.4.1 
    SL.4.2 
    SL.4.4 
    SL.4.5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity 
X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

X  Summarizing and Note Taking 

X  Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

❑  Cooperative Learning 

× Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

X  Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

X  Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X   Curiosity and Imagination 
X   Innovation and Creativity 
X   Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
X   Flexibility and Adaptability 
X   Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X   Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation 

Strategies 

(Additional 
Supports + 

Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

(Tiers 1, 2, 3) 

Specially Designed 
Instruction for 

Special Education 
Students 

Strategies for English 
Language Learners 

-Access prior 
knowledge 

 Ask students 
what they 
know about 
the topic 

 Present topic-
relate 
pictures for 
students to 
interpret. 

 Provide 
multiple 
examples to 
reinforce 
concepts/skill
s 

 
Student 
Engagement 

 Offer choices 
of materials, 
tools and 
supports. 

 Incorporate 
collaborative 
work groups, 
as 
appropriate 

 Vary 
instructional 
supports for 
students, 
such as 
scaffolding. 

 Provide 
learning 
activities 
based on 

Tier 1 
-work collaboratively 
on tasks with a 
student an gradually 
withdraw the support. 
 
-explain clearly each 
academic task and 
the specific criteria 
needed to 
successfully 
complete the task. 
 
-avoid instructional 
lag time by preparing 
materials in advance. 
 
Tier 2 
-use technological 
tools or computer 
software to allow 
students to access 
content in multiple 
ways. 
 
-use multi-sensory 
techniques to present 
information 
 
-use graphic 
organizers to focus 
attention on key 
elements, concepts 
or ideas. 
 
Tier 3 
-provide varied texts 
and supplementary 
materials or 

-Review I.E.P. to 
develop specific 
interventions and 
strategies for those 
students with Special 
Needs. 
 
-Below are some 
suggestions: 

 Alter the 
environment 
to provide low-
distraction 
work areas. 

 Break 
assignment 
into short, 
sequential 
steps. 

 Create a safe 
environment 
for learning by 
employing 
effective 
motivational 
techniques. 
 
 

-Visual Associations: 

 Vocabulary 
Center 

 Marzano’s 
Vocabulary with 
squares diagram 

 Reread to 
reinforce 
vocabulary 

 Secure  attention 
with visual aides 

 Emphasize key 
points using 
highlighters or 
color coding 

-Small group instruction 
or work: 

 Provide step by 
step written 
direction. 

 Use bulleted 
information in 
handouts 

 Present new 
information using 
outlines and 
notes 

 Hear thought 
provoking 
questions to 
promote 
interaction. 

 Do follow up 
activities using 
different formats 
and materials. 

 Use graphic 
organizer. 
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students’ 
interests, 
readiness 
and learning 
profiles. 

 
Enrichment: 

 Pick higher 
level books  

 Choose 
higher level 
guided 
questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

resources at different 
levels of reading 
difficulty. 
 
-monitor student 
understanding 
continuously 
 
-explain clearly each 
academic task and 
the specific criteria 
needed to 
successfully 
complete the task. 
 
 
 
 
Use multimodality 
resources that go 
beyond print: 

 Images 

 Animation 

 Sound/music 

 Performance 
-Think Alouds 

 Students read 
text aloud. As 
they read they 
pause to 
discuss what 
was read. 

-Say Something 

 Students read 
text aloud in 
portions. They 
pause to all 
“say 
something” 
about the text. 

-Guided Questions 

 Who? When? 
Where? 
What? Why? 
Questions 
asked on the 

 
Confer with students 
and have them read 
aloud a portion of the 
text.  Then stop and 
have them tell you what 
questions they have 
about what they’ve read 
 
 
Allow students to draw 

or illustrate facts and 

details about their topic 

and label these.  Then 

provide predictable 

frames for the student 

to continue to add 

details (e.g., Elephants 

live…Elephants 

eat…Elephants look 

like…). 
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level of the 
students 
understanding
.  

 

 

 

Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

Using classroom and school library: 
 
Use non-fiction books about natural disasters 
 
Find recent newspaper articles on a natural 
disaster 
 
Comprehension Tool-Kit: 
 
Book-Strategy 1 “Monitor Comprehension” 
 
Book-Strategy 5 “Determine Importance”  
 
Science Book: 
“Science: A Closer Look”, McGraw-Hill 
 
Wonders Resources: 

Natural disasters 

 

Literature Anthology 

Unit 1 Earthquakes 48-59 

Unit 1 Tornado 60-61 

Unit 2 The Buffalo Are Back 130-145 

Reading/Writing Workshop 

Unit 1 Weekly Concept 46-47 

Unit 1 Shared Read, A World of Change 50-53 

 
The following websites can be used for 
research: 

 
http://environment.nationalgeographic.co
m/environment/natural-disasters 
 
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subjectindex
/15-educational/science/92-natural-
disasters.html 
 
http://www.neok12.com/Natural-
Disasters.htm 
 
http://www.ready.gov/natural-disasters 
 
http://www.humbleisd.net/cms/lib2/TX010
01414/Centricity/Domain/29/researchguid
eELEM.pdf 
Research Guidelines 
 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activit
y/research-papers-writing-workshop 
Research Lessons 
 
Students can watch movie about 
Hurricane Katrina  

 The Hurricane Season  
 
 
 
 
 

http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/natural-disasters
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/natural-disasters
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subjectindex/15-educational/science/92-natural-disasters.html
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subjectindex/15-educational/science/92-natural-disasters.html
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subjectindex/15-educational/science/92-natural-disasters.html
http://www.neok12.com/Natural-Disasters.htm
http://www.neok12.com/Natural-Disasters.htm
http://www.ready.gov/natural-disasters
http://www.humbleisd.net/cms/lib2/TX01001414/Centricity/Domain/29/researchguideELEM.pdf
http://www.humbleisd.net/cms/lib2/TX01001414/Centricity/Domain/29/researchguideELEM.pdf
http://www.humbleisd.net/cms/lib2/TX01001414/Centricity/Domain/29/researchguideELEM.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activity/research-papers-writing-workshop
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activity/research-papers-writing-workshop
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Unit 3 Shared Read, Remembering Hurricane 
Katrina 180-183 

 

Informative reports 
 
Literature Anthology 

Unit 1 Speaking Out to Stop Bullying 44-47 

Unit 1 Earthquakes 57 

Unit 1 Starting a Successful Business 88-89 

Unit 2 Energy in the Ecosystem 148-151 

Unit 2 Spiders 152-167 

Unit 3 Partaking in Public Service 212-215 

Unit 3 The Pick of the Patch 268-269 

Unit 4 Bringing Government Home 310-313 

Unit 4 Why Does the Moon Change Shape? 336-
349 

Unit 5 Energy is Everywhere 424-427 

Unit 5 A Drop of Water 428-445 

Unit 5 Rediscovering Our Spanish Beginnings 
452-455 

Unit 5 History’s Mysteries 456-457 

Unit 6 Native Americans: Yesterday and Today 
472-475 

Unit 6 The Big Picture of Economics 520-529 

Reading/Writing Workshop 

Unit 1 Genre 56 

Unit 1 Shared Read, Dollars and Sense 78-81 

Unit 2 Shared Read, Animal Adaptations 136-139 

Unit 2 Genre 142 
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Unit 3 Shared Read, Food Fight 222-225 

Unit 4 Shared Read, Wonders of the Night Sky 
280-283 

Unit 4 Genre 286 

Unit 5 Shared Read, Your World Up Close 352-
355 

Unit 5 Genre 358 

Unit 5 Shared Read, Where It All Began 366-369 

Unit 5 Genre 372 

Unit 6 Genre 416 

Unit 6 Shared Read, The History of Money 424-
427 

Unit 6 Genre 430 
 
Lucy Calkins Units of Study 
 

Unit 3: Bringing History to Life 
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